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Little was then being done by the State for primary education
among the Natives, and the efforts of Government were confined
to the higher branches of instruction. There was at Benares a
college mainly for instructing Native youths in Sanscrit; of
this Ballantyne was the principal, and his Oriental acquirements
greatly conciliated the regards of the learned classes among the
Hindus of the city.

Journeying onwards from Benares I met, at Cawnpore,
John, the elder brother of William Muir, who has been already
mentioned. Though much occupied with his judicial duties, he
was prosecuting his researches into Hindu antiquities, and
acquiring fast that Sanscrit learning for which he lias since
become famous,

At that time all well-informed persons whom I met, con-
curred in advising me to seek employment, in a district where
the principal officer was a man possessing marked ability him-
self, and also disposed to educe and cultivate whatever capabili-
ties might be inherent in his subordinates. With this view I
obtained an appointment in the district of Mathra (near Agra)
under Edward Thornton, the Magistrate and Collector, who
was a man of high repute. The Magistrates and Collectors are
well known as forming the most important class in the Civil
Sendee, and being the representatives of British rule before
the people in every-day life. Of this class Edward Thornton
was a worthy example; lie was a capital rider, a good judge of
agricultural products; a prompt, careful and accurate man of
business ; versed in the tenures, customs, traditions of the
land-holding classes and possessing a sound knowledge of the
Natives generally; an adept in unravelling the skeins of a
complicated dispute, which so often occurs between one village
and another, and in gathering up the threads so as to arrive at a
conclusion; patient in listening to grievances, and imbued with
a never-failing sense of essential justice, so far as it could be
meted out amidst the conflicting considerations which spring
up in Native society. He was full of zeal, not only for doing
well himself, but also for making others do the like; and he
heartily attended to the task of instructing me and his other